
How Can I Get More Out of My Bible Reading? 
By Jeremy Kimble 

9Marks: Church QuesDon Series 

Lesson 4:  Focus #2 A Few Tips for BeNer Bible Reading (conDnued) 

Homework review: Read Colossians 3. Apply the principles you learned in this lesson. Read Colossians 3 
in more than one transla8on. 

Q. Share something you read from the Bible this week, what it means, and how you are applying it to 
your life. 

Q. What principles did you apply to Colossians 3 and how did it help? 

I.  Review:  
A. Keep three quesDons before you as you read 

1. What is the Bible all about? 
2. What is the book all about? 
3. What is this passage all about? 

Q. What was the illustraDon used to portray these quesDons? 

B. First Two principles 
1. Understand the Bible’s Big Picture 

2. See What’s There  (Observa8on) 

II. Last Two principles 

A. Understand the Meaning 
1. What died the author mean when he wrote these words? 
2. Knowing the different types/genres of the Bible will help you understand the meaning 
3. Read in context. Each verse in light of the passage, in light of the chapter, in light of 

the book, in light of the whole book. 
4. Look up key words to determine their specific meaning. Not to Webster’s. 
5. Iden8fy figura8ve language. 
6. Correlate your study of passage with other related passages. 
7. Use other tools 

Bo\om Line: We are to draw from the text what the author meant to say to his readers. 

B. Apply truth to life 

1. What does God want me to believe? 
2. What does God want me to love? 
3. What does God want me to desire? 



4. What does God want me to do? 

Remember, the Bible is meant to shape our minds, our affec8ons, our yearnings, and our ac8ons. 

We want to be a Community of Bible Readers 
 As Chris8ans who are devoted to God and devoted to one another. 
We gather together to worship Christ. Worship and prayer. 
We grow together to know Christ. The Study of God’s Word. 
We go together to proclaim Christ.  The proclama8on of the Gospel. 

Homework: 
a. Read Colossians 4. Apply the principles you learned in this lesson. 
b. Read Colossians 4 in more than one transla8on. 
c. Read The NET Bible notes to Colossians 4. 



Colossians 2:6-15 Outline / paraphrase 

Therefore, 
 *As you received Christ Jesus as Lord  
  So walk in him 
   Rooted and built up in him and established in the faith 
  Just as you were taught 
   Abounding with thanksgiving. 

  *See to it that no one takes you cap8ve 
   By philosophy and empty deceit, 
    According to human tradi8on,  
    According to the elemental spirits of the world 
    And not according to Christ. 

 For in him 
  The whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 
  And you have been filled in him 
   Who is the head of all rule and authority. 
        In him also you were circumcised 
   With a circumcision made without hands 
    By puang off the body of the flesh 
    By the circumcision of Christ, 
     Having been buried with him in bap8sm, 
     In which you were also raised with him through faith 
      In the powerful working of God, 
       Who raised him from the dead. 

  And you, 
   Who were dead in your trespasses 
   And the uncircumcision of your flesh 
    God made alive together with him, 
     Having forgiven us all our trespasses,  
      By canceling the record of debit that stood against us 
       With its legal demands. 
    This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 
     He disarmed the rulers and authori8es 
     And put them to open shame, 
      By triumphing over them in him. 
*commands 
X connector words 
Y how connectors 

Two commands: Walk/live/abide in Jesus Christ; Guard your faith/gospel 

1. Look for clues to a book/chapter/passage’s general theme or idea 



2. Grasp the structure of a book/chapter/passage (the skeleton under the flesh)


